 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF NUGGETS

Although NSF has long sought to collect vignettes of research successes, which we call nuggets, their collection has become of considerably greater importance since the passage of the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA).  GRPA requires the Foundation to report annually on measures related to its strategic goals.  Each year, the Foundation submits a report to Congress that is comprised largely of nuggets provided by researchers such as you.  Thus, it is extremely important that every grantee take the time to report major research successes in the form of nuggets.  These comprise the foundation of our annual report to Congress, and they are the basis of budget discussions regarding the overall Foundation’s budget and the allocation of that budget across programs.  Failure to submit well-written nuggets does both yourself and your research community a grave disservice.


A few things are very important to us in the submission of your nuggets:

1.
Use the nugget template as provided.  You may adjust the relative size of the boxes, but do not otherwise alter this template.  If you fail to provide the information requested by this template, we will not be able to use your nugget.  Do not “enhance” the template with background coloring, fancy fonts or other embellishments as we must remove these embellishments in order to use your nugget.

2.
Choose your words carefully.  Use complete sentences and correct grammar.  We cannot use nuggets that are prepared using broken English, poor grammar and incomplete sentences.

3.
Do not use acronyms or abbreviations.  The people who read these nuggets will have no idea what they stand for.

4.
Clearly state the research objective of your project.  Make sure you state it as a research objective, not as a development project, a computer programming project, or a commercialization effort.

5.
Include a statement of the broader impact of your work.  This should be a statement that informs a non-expert of the value of your work to society at large.  It can include mention of the areas of application of your results.

6.
Include a descriptive and appealing graphic.  We prefer high-resolution images that can be used to illustrate your work, and that will attract attention to your work.  Be sure that the graphic is clear, that all words and notations on it are clearly legible, and that it will be understandable by a non-expert.

7.
Submit your nugget in Power Point.  Do not change the format to PDF or any other format.  This can prevent the use of your nugget.  We may need to edit your nugget and we may want to make use of the graphic.  We can do this best if you retain the original Power Point format.

8.
Please mail us the release form so that we may publish your nugget.
